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Regional news 

USAID Supports the Regional Power Market 
Energy officials from Afghanistan, Tajikistan, Kazakhstan, 
Kyrgyzstan, and Uzbekistan recently signed a 
Memorandum of Understanding on the design of a 
common power market in the Central and South Asia. The 
agreement resulted from a five-day meeting of technical 
specialists and senior officials from Central Asian and 
Afghan power companies, facilitated by the USAID energy 
assistance project. The meeting included transmission 
planning engineers from Coordination Dispatch Center 
Energia, the Tajik Barki Tojik, the Kazakhstan Electric Grid 
Operating Company KEGOC, the Afghan Ministry of 
Energy and Water, the Kyrgyz National Electric Grid, and 
Uzbekenergo. Participants discussed integration of their 
national models that analyze the effects of market-based 
energy flows on the regional network.  Upon completion of 

national models, a common simulation model will be developed for the region’s high voltage network. This 
model will enable the countries to better plan and manage market-based cross-border energy flows, 
identify investments for ensuring a reliable and secure network, as well as facilitate electricity trade in the 
region. 
 
USAID-funded Program Increased Employment for Vulnerable Women in Central Asia 
Nearly 2,000 vulnerable women in Tajikistan and Uzbekistan have found jobs and are now earning stable 
incomes thanks to the USAID-funded Drug Demand Reduction Program, DDRP. From 2004-2007 the 
program provided vocational training to vulnerable women, including single or divorced women or 
widows, and women released from prisons, to reduce their risk of drug use or trafficking and commercial 
sex activities. Women also received emotional, psychological, legal, and medical support to reduce their 
social and emotional vulnerability, as well as assistance in finding jobs. Even as the USAID funding for 
the program is ending, the initiative continues across the 
region through self-financing or new donors.   
 
Vital Lessons for 150,000 Young People in Central Asia   
More than 150,000 young people have been educated about 
the harm of drug use and HIV/AIDS through a network of 
Youth Power Centers, created by USAID programs. In Central 
Asia most new cases of HIV are the result of young people 
injecting drugs. To counteract that risk the USAID-funded Drug 
Demand Reduction (DDRP) and CAPACITY programs 
(implemented in part by Population Services International) 
operate nine Youth Power centers along the main drug 
trafficking routes in the region. These centers empower young 
people to make healthy choices to prevent HIV transfer and 
avoid risky behavior. The program has already produced 
significant improvements in youth knowledge, attitudes, and 

Central Asia’s specialists work with their Afghan 
colleagues on the development of a regional 
power market. Photo: USAID 

The USAID-supported model offers youth safe 
alternatives to risky behaviors. Photo: PSI 
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behaviors related to drug use, sexual behavior, and HIV/AIDS. As a result of its success, the model is 
now being replicated by other donors. 
 
A USAID-funded Tool for Health Expenditures is Making its Way through the Region 
Health care system specialists from Kyrgyzstan, Kazakhstan, Tajikistan, Uzbekistan, Azerbaijan, 
Armenia, Georgia, Belarus, and Moldova discussed the implementation of National Health Accounts 
(NHA) in Bishkek last month.  In a workshop organized by USAID, WHO, and the Center for Health 
System Development, specialists shared experiences on health expenditure accounting, analysis, and 
monitoring. NHA is an internationally recognized methodology to track the flow of health expenditures 
through a health system, including public, private, and donor spending, and to analyze resource flows for 
specific diseases or types of health interventions (such as HIV/AIDS, TB, reproductive health, malaria, 
and child health).  The tool enables the policymakers to understand their health system and to make 
informed decisions on key health policy issues.  
 
 
Kazakhstan 

USAID Helps Labor Migrants Protect their Rights and 
Comply with Local Laws  
The Eurasia Foundation of Central Asia together with 
USAID opened a center for migrant labor support in 
Almaty to provide legal assistance to labor migrants, help 
protect their rights, and assist with their employment 
issues. Similar centers have already been opened in 
Aktau, Petropavlovsk, and Shymkent. This $100,000 
USAID-supported initiative aims to help Kazakhstan deal 
with a constantly increasing flow of labor immigrants from 
neighboring countries. It works to protect the rights and 
interests of the labor immigrants, improve their knowledge 
of and compliance with the Kazakh law, and help regulate 
the migration process.  
 
 

 
Kyrgyzstan 

 
Kyrgyz Health Reform Is Producing Successes 
The 2006-2010 Kyrgyzstan’s National Health Reform 
Program, designed with extensive USAID support, has 
reported a number of significant achievements in the first 
two-and-a-half years of its implementation. The program is 
led by the Ministry of Health with support from multiple 
donors, including USAID, which is contributing to the 
implementation of all components of Manas Taalimi and is 
helping to institutionalize reforms through its ZdravPlus 
project. Impact studies show that the program is 
successfully enhancing population health through 
improved financial protection, access, efficiency, quality, 
and transparency of health services. For example, 
tuberculosis incidence has decreased from 116 per 
100,000 population in 2005 to 109 in 2007, and mortality 

fell from 11 per 100,000 to 9.6 respectively. Concerns remain, however, in rural areas, where it is difficult 
to retain medical personnel, which increases the workload for the remaining doctors and affects both the 
access to and the quality of care. 

The USAID-funded project is helping labor 
migrants to comply with the local laws and 
protect their rights. Photo: Eurasia Foundation

Kyrygzstan’s Prime Minister is addressing the 
program review meeting. Photo: USAID 
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USAID-facilitated Reforms Enhance Business Environment in Kyrgyzstan 
Recently the USAID Business Environment Improvement project facilitated a number of reforms that will 
significantly improve the operating environment for the Kyrgyz businesses and improve Kyrgyzstan’s 
rating in the World Bank’s Starting a Business ranking. Changes were introduced to the laws on joint 
stock companies, state registration of legal entities, and town planning and architecture, as well as the 
Civil Code. The reforms will make it easier to start a business, increase the protection of minority 
shareholders, simplify the procedures for obtaining construction licenses, and increase credit information. 
These reforms resulted from the "100-days of reforms" plan, led by the Government with support from the 
USAID project.  Within the plan, inter-ministerial committees were organized on several topics of interest 
to businesses, ideas on how to reform were debated, as well as drafts proposed and discussed at an 
investors’ forum. The media actively covered the debates and progress.  
 

Better Water Use Will Increase Rural Incomes  
On May 14, a new water passageway in Kyla Village, 
Nooken Oblast was opened under the USAID and Mercy 
Corps Community Development Initiative. Poor water 
infrastructure often prevents Kyrgyz communities from 
utilizing the country’s water, depriving them of economic 
benefits and deteriorating relationships between 
neighbors. Kyla Village was one of the many that suffered 
from such a situation. Its uphill canal was often 
overflowing, while the downhill canal had almost no water 
at all. The USAID-funded project helped to construct a 
passageway that transfers excess water from one canal to 
another and trained the community to plan its water 
consumption better. This has enabled 63 households to 
increase their yields, eliminated tension over water, and 
allowed the local government to rent out 18 hectares of 

arable land that was previously unused due to water scarcity.  The local government actively supported 
the project and contributed labor and materials.  
 

Artificial Insemination Produces Better Livestock  
In May USAID and Mercy Corps’ Community Development 
Initiative completed a series of 12 artificial insemination 
exhibitions in southern Kyrgyzstan. The initiative livestock 
care, veterinarian services, and the use of artificial 
insemination to local governments, agricultural specialists, 
and farmers. The initiative, launched in December 2006, 
aimed to reverse breed deterioration through re-introduced 
artificial insemination and upgraded veterinarian services. 
Nine veterinarian stations were established and equipped 
in Osh and Batken oblasts by the initiative, while 
veterinarians were trained in artificial insemination, breed 
classification, and disease prevention and treatment. The 
initiative has helped to inseminate over 1,000 cows since 
its start, resulting in nearly 300 calves that are healthier 

and larger than naturally conceived calves. Encouraged by the generated demand, the veterinarians 
formed an association that will continue providing services on cattle health and productivity when the 
USAID project ends. 
 
The Millennium Challenge Program Is Moving Forward  
The Kyrgyz Government continues to reform its judiciary, a key component of the Millennium Challenge 
Program.  The Court Department was transferred under judicial control and is providing administrative 
support to the Judicial Council, a new body of 15 judges elected by their peers and charged with 
overseeing court administrative functions.  The Judicial Council and the Court Department are reviewing 

A vet’s son with two artificially inseminated 
calves. Photo: Mercy Corps 

The USAID Mission Director and the head of 
the local government are opening the new 
passageway. Photo: Mercy Corps 
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the FY 2009 budget needs that would facilitate greater judicial control and recognition of judges’ priorities.  
The Judicial Council has established commissions for review of disciplinary complaints, training, and 
setting professional standards for judges. Additionally, the Parliament adopted a new Status of Judges 
Law which regulates how judges are appointed, dismissed, disciplined, and rotated. The law insulates 
judges from influence of other branches of government and defines judges’ responsibility to act ethically 
and professionally.  It is the last in a series of laws envisaged by the Threshold Program to support a 
more independent, effective judiciary. USAID provided comments to the draft law and sponsored a public 
hearing which resulted several changes in the law.  
 
 
Tajikistan 

Emergency Assistance Reaches the Most Vulnerable 
Citizens in Tajikistan 
In response to the humanitarian crisis caused by last 
winter’s severe weather, USAID and Mercy Corps 
provided emergency supplies to the most affected 
populations in two of the most remote and adversely 
affected regions in Tajikistan.  Heating and cooking 
appliances with fuel, bedding, clothing, and other non-food 
items were distributed to a number of health facilities and 
institutions in four districts of the Sughd Oblast and two 
towns in the Rasht Valley. In addition, support was 
provided to 336 extremely vulnerable households in the 
two regions.  Local authorities helped the program to 
identify the most vulnerable groups of citizens. “I am 80 
years old and live with my disabled grandson. This winter I 

could not provide him with even the most basic comforts. The gas balloon and oven are a big help for us,” 
said assistance recipient Gaysina Rakhimova from Khujand. 
 
 
Turkmenistan 

Turkmen Students Gain Market Economy Skills with a USAID-funded Program 
Almost 19,000 students have participated in Junior Achievement activities, funded by USAID, since 1994. 
The students have learned about economics, management, and entrepreneurship through courses in 
economics and fundamentals of entrepreneurship, company fairs, and a Management and Economics 
Simulation Exercise. The program has also trained nearly 500 teachers from 184 secondary and 
professional schools to teach their courses. Junior Achievement programs are approved by the 
Turkmenistan’s Ministry of Education as an official elective course and are the only market economics 

courses available to Turkmenistan’s students. Currently, 
Junior Achievement is planning joint seminars on 
interactive methods of teaching economic disciplines for 
vocational school instructors in cooperation with the 
Turkmenistan Ministry of Trade and Foreign Economic 
Relations. 
  
USAID Training Supports Turkmenistan’s National 
Safe Motherhood Program  
More than 500 obstetricians, pediatricians, family doctors, 
and administrators in maternity facilities throughout the 
country received training and mentoring on safer 
pregnancy and effective perinatal care practices from the 
USAID ZdravPlus project. This training builds the 
foundation for the 2007-2011 Turkmenistan’s National 

USAID is helping to introduce evidence-based 
practices in newborn care. Photo: ZdravPlus 

Program beneficiary and her grandson with 
donated supplies. Photo: Mercy Corps 
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Safe Motherhood Program. During the Soviet era, a number of ineffective – and sometimes harmful – 
healthcare practices became the norm. The USAID-promoted strategy seeks to “normalize” pregnancy 
and delivery, and introduce safe, effective, and evidence-based standards of care.  
 
A Noted Turkmen Epidemiologist is Receiving American Training 
Last month, Turkmenistan sent its first epidemiologist to the USAID-funded Field Epidemiology Training 
Program, managed by the U.S. Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC).  The participant from 
Turkmenistan, who was selected from candidates nominated by the Ministry of Healthcare, joined other 
Central Asian epidemiologists in a two-year training program that will prepares local specialists to 
investigate and respond to infectious disease outbreaks.  Participants are trained to perform 
epidemiological research and disease surveillance at an international standard which will build the 
region's capacity to identify, respond to, and prevent future public health threats.   
 
 
Uzbekistan 
Uzbek Farmers Receive Agricultural Equipment  
The USAID-funded Water Users Associations Support 
Program (WUASP) presented heavy agricultural equipment to 
a water users’ association in Jondor Rayon, Bukhara Oblast in 
June to ease high-value crop production, increase farmers’ 
incomes, and improve rural people’s living standards. The 
association received six mini-tractors each equipped with 
implements to maintain, rehabilitate, and construct irrigation 
and drainage systems, as well as to cultivate land. WUASP 
supports 30 water users associations in four oblasts with 
70,000 hectares of land, benefiting nearly 250,000 people. The 
program helps Uzbek farmers to increase agricultural 
production through improved management of irrigation water 
systems since 2004. New techniques and technologies, 
introduced by the program, have helped more than 2,100 
farmers and their communities to substantially increase their 
economic well-being. The program is implemented by Holis Konsalt. 
 

A farmer demonstrates one of the new tractors. 
Photo: AgLinks 


